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Tour Summary 
This Namibia, Okavango and Victoria Falls tour was a resounding success on all fronts. With over 

400 bird species seen, over 50 mammal species found and an interesting variety of other animals, 

including reptiles and butterflies, made this a tour one of so many highlights and unforgettable 

memories. From the first morning at the Livingstone sewage works until the final morning birding 

Avis Dam near Windhoek we had a truly fantastic eighteen days travelling through this amazing 

region with so much to look back on fondly! 

Bird highlights were many and headlined by specials including Pel’s Fishing Owl, White-

backed Night Heron, Rockrunner, White-tailed Shrike, Herero Chat, Slaty Egret, Bare-cheeked and 

Black-faced Babblers, Racket-tailed Roller, Swamp Nightjar, Orange River Francolin, Dune Lark 

and Damara Tern, to name but a few. Mammals 

were topped by three Cheetah brothers feeding 

on a Springbok, both Roan and Sable Antelope 

seen in the Caprivi, Aardwolf on two separate 

occasions, Brown Hyaena and both Black and 

White Rhinoceros. Herewith follows the more 

detailed report of this fantastic NBZ VI trip! 

 

Our exciting adventure spanning eighteen days 

through parts of southern Zambia, the 

Okavango panhandle of Botswana and most of 

northern and central Namibia began in the city 

of Livingstone, with a visit to the nearby sewage works for a full morning of birding here. At this 

time of year, temperatures soar, meaning most of our birding was confined to the morning hours and 

late afternoon to early evening. Southern Africa and, in particular, Namibia and Zambia were in a 

severe multiple year drought at the time of our visit. Our starting point at the Livingstone sewage 

works proved to be a good one, with relatively good numbers of waterbirds and bird activity in the 

general area.  

 

Perched on the telephone wires on the way into the sewage works, we picked up several swallows 

including Barn, Wire-tailed, White-throated and Lesser Striped Swallows, and a rather dazzling pair 

of Broad-billed Roller was another highlight before we reached the site. The much larger Mosque 

Swallow was also seen flying over the water 

of one of the ponds and swooping in to drink 

water, along with Little, African Palm and 

African Black Swifts. The woodland on the 

edge of the ponds held Senegal Coucal, Red-

faced Mousebird, Rattling Cisticola, Red-

billed Firefinch, Southern Red Bishop and 

Red-billed Queleas. In the reeds at the edge of 

the ponds, Little Rush and Lesser Swamp 

Warblers called intermittently and showed 

themselves every now and then, and we 

managed to find a small flock of Orange-

White-backed Night Heron by Markus Lilje 

Broad-billed Roller by Keith Valentine 



Trip Report – RBL Namibia, Okavango & Victoria Falls - Overland VI 2016 3 

 

 

breasted Waxbills, a scarce and not often seen species on these trips! An Acacia tree provided us with 

great views of a stunning male Scarlet-chested Sunbird, whilst a Spotted Flycatcher energetically 

hawked insects nearby. Birds flying overhead included an interesting array of species such as African 

Openbill, Marabou Stork, Yellow-billed Kite and African Fish Eagle, Hooded and White-backed 

Vultures and several Collared Pratincoles! 

 

It was the ponds and the waterbirds 

associated with this habitat that would, 

however, be the focus of our attention for 

most of the morning. Anatids included 

White-faced Whistling Duck, Hottentot 

Teal and the large and noisy Egyptian 

Goose. Little Grebe were not common by 

any stretch, as most of the water was 

covered by the invasive alien Water 

Hyacinth. This did not seem to bother many 

other species, as African Jacana, Black 

Crake, African Swamphen, Common 

Moorhen, African Sacred and Glossy Ibis, 

Squacco, Grey and Black-headed Herons, 

Hamerkop, Great Egret, Long-toed, Blacksmith and White-crowned Lapwings, Common 

Greenshank, Ruff, Wood and Common Sandpipers were all found in and amongst these plants on the 

water. Both Nile Crocodile and Nile Monitor Lizard were seen in two of the ponds as made our way 

around the area. The main highlights, however, were Allen’s Gallinule and the dainty Lesser Jacana, 

which were both really good finds for our first morning! With the temperature rising, we returned to 

our hotel satisfied with the morning’s birding.  

 

In the late afternoon, we made our way to the nearby Victoria Falls. A short stop along the mighty 

Zambezi River proved rewarding, with African Darter, Western Osprey, African Pied Wagtail, 

Malachite and Pied Kingfishers all seen well. Several birds were also attracted to small pools of water 

for a drink, and these included Cinnamon-

breasted Bunting, Yellow-throated Petronia 

and White-browed Sparrow-Weavers. The 

falls themselves had very little water as a 

result of the severe drought gripping the 

region. However, we still managed to find 

several good birds, such as Trumpeter 

Hornbill, Red-winged Starling, Rock 

Martin, Jameson’s Firefinch and the 

stunning Schalow’s Turaco. The latter was 

seen exceptionally well and at close quarters 

on our way back to our vehicle. With the 

light fading, we made one last stop in an area 

of palm trees near the waterfront. Here it did 

Victoria Falls, Zambia by Heinz Ortmann 

Schalow’s Turaco by Heinz Ortmann 
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not take us very long before we had great views of at least two Collared Palm Thrushes! A super find 

and a fitting end to a fantastic first day!  

 

The next morning, we headed for a nearby 

lodge in the Livingstone area early, to search 

for some woodland species before making the 

long journey to the Caprivi strip of Namibia 

for the remainder of the day. During the short 

walk around the lodge grounds, we managed 

to find a number of species such as Grey-

backed Camaroptera, Tropical Boubou, 

Brown-crowned Tchagra, Lesser Honeyguide, 

Kurrichane and Groundscraper Thrush, 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Terrestrial 

Brownbul, Black-backed Puffback, Orange-

winged Pytilia and Blue Waxbill. Fortunately, we also managed to find the main target, Bearded Scrub 

Robin, without too much effort and having seen this lovely little robin very well, we returned to the 

vehicle and started the long journey for the day.  

 

Our journey took us through several border posts. Entering Botswana, some seeds on the ground 

amongst the big trucks attracted several Village Weavers, and in and amongst the Southern Grey-

headed Sparrows, we found a few Northern Grey-headed Sparrows. Our drive took us through the 

mopane woodland of Chobe National Park, where a breeding herd of African Elephant was one of 

the first sightings we had. A Grey-headed Kingfisher was spotted sitting quietly in one of the trees 

above the elephants as we made our way toward Namibia, having had a great introduction to these 

majestic animals. Violet-backed, Burchell’s and Meves’s Starlings were prominent en route. Red-

billed Buffalo Weavers and their prominent large nests were visible at several locations, Arrow-

marked Babblers foraged noisily in bushes along the road, and we even found two groups of Southern 

Ground Hornbill trying to find some comfort in the shade of the trees as the temperature rose above 

40˚C!  

 

We entered Namibia at the picturesque 

Ngoma border post, with its beautiful 

Baobabs and open floodplain grassland. What 

was noticeable was the very low water level 

in the area; nevertheless, we found fairly good 

numbers of birds that included Spur-winged 

Goose, Black Heron carrying out its rather 

strange umbrella fishing technique, Yellow-

billed Stork, African Spoonbill, Pink-backed 

Pelican and a pair of African Skimmers, 

amongst others. Large mammals present on 

the floodplain included Impala, Common 

Warthog, Waterbuck and Greater Kudu.  

Blue Waxbill by Adam Riley  

African Elephant by Heinz Ortmann 



Trip Report – RBL Namibia, Okavango & Victoria Falls - Overland VI 2016 5 

 

 

Our long drive continued as we made a brief stop at some woodland near Katima Mulilo. Here we 

were rather fortunate in locating a Racket-tailed Roller, despite the intense heat and wind. This bird 

is a rather scarce inhabitant of tall mopane woodland and we had fantastic views of a single bird 

perched for a considerable amount of time before making its way back into the woodland. A group of 

White-crested Helmetshrikes was another 

highlight here before heading off for the final 

stretch to our lodge. Meyer’s Parrots, and Red-

breasted and Grey-rumped Swallow were all 

found on our way to the lodge. A small pan 

provided great views of Lesser Jacana and 

African Pygmy Goose before we finally arrive 

at Kalizo Lodge. The lodge grounds had 

Hartlaub’s Babblers and White-browed Robin-

Chat both seen before dark. Having arrived 

safely and mostly exhausted from the long trip, 

we decided on a relaxed evening to prepare for 

an early start the following day.  

 

Birding in the garden and surrounding area of Kalizo Lodge is often rewarding, with several good 

species possible. Early that morning, we found a large mixed flock of swallows that contained the 

usual Barn, Lesser Striped, Grey-rumped and Wire-tailed Swallows, with new birds for the trip 

coming in the form of Brown-throated and Common House Martins. Water Thick-knee, Three-

banded, White-fronted and Kittlitz’s Plovers were found along the river, which also provided us with 

closer views of several African Skimmers. Although there were not many trees in flower, the gardens 

produced great views of Collared, Marico and White-bellied Sunbirds coming in to drink. The same 

pool of water also gave the group good views of Spectacled and Holub’s Golden Weavers. The 

woodland surrounding the lodge also did not disappoint, with our short morning walk resulting in 

several new birds, including Long-billed Crombec, Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Black-crowned 

Tchagra and the much sought-after Brown Firefinch! Later that day, we would see the latter species 

at the lodge drinking water, which provided us with excellent looks at these small finches! Swamp 

Boubou was an ever-present feature in the garden and in one of the large fig trees, we found a stunning 

Black-headed Oriole.  

 

The post-breakfast activity was one of the main 

highlights of the tour, as the group spent some 

time visiting the breeding colony of Southern 

Carmine Bee-eaters that Kalizo Lodge is famous 

for. The Southern Carmine Bee-eater is an 

impressive sight, as these dazzling birds fly 

about and perch on the ground only a few metres 

away! Little, White-fronted and European Bee-

eaters were also seen during our drive and walk 

in the nearby grasslands and pans. On the pans, 

Yellow-billed Duck, Hottentot Teal, African 

African Pygmy Goose by Heinz Ortmann 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater by Heinz Ortmann 
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Pygmy Goose, and Purple, Striated and Rufous-bellied Herons were all in attendance. At the edges, 

we found Marsh Sandpiper, Little Stint, African Snipe and a fantastic male Greater Painted-snipe! 

Overhead, the presence of several raptors during the course of the morning was noticeable, with the 

usual Yellow-billed Kites and African Fish Eagle being complimented by Wahlberg’s Eagle, Bateleur 

and African Marsh Harrier. Luapula and Zitting Cisticola and several Fan-tailed Widowbirds were 

prominent in the moist grassland near the pan 

edges, but the undoubted highlight in this 

habitat was finding a Rosy-throated Longclaw! 

The final headline special of the morning was 

the presence of four Saddle-billed Storks seen 

in the area! These stunning birds are in decline 

throughout their range in Southern Africa and 

this was a special surprise to see these lovely 

birds!  

 

The late afternoon visit to the same areas 

produced many of the same species as in the 

morning, with two noteworthy exceptions. The first was the rather unexpected sighting of three 

Burchell’s Sandgrouse! Although clearly occurring in the area, these birds prefer Kalahari-type soils 

in particular, of which there is none in the immediate vicinity of Kalizo Lodge, making this sighting 

all the more special. The second new bird for the trip also came with some interesting behaviour. 

Having seen the Black-chested Snake Eagle perched atop an Acacia tree in its very typical posture, 

we noticed it fly to the ground. Our assumption was that it had caught something. However, upon 

closer inspection, we noticed the bird walking slowly around some grass tussocks. It is quite a rare 

sight to see these birds on the ground and for the group, a particularly interesting one to watch as it 

tried to find whatever food item it had missed out on! A short night walk after dinner rewarded some 

of the group with good views of a Swamp Nightjar perched in the road, and later a brief view of a 

Square-tailed Nightjar whose calls rang out across the grassland through the night! 

 

Our final morning at Kalizo was spent birding 

around the lodge. Grey-headed Gulls and 

Whiskered Tern were picked up along the 

river, as was a beautiful Giant Kingfisher! 

Fruiting trees had African Green Pigeon, and 

African Paradise Flycatchers were busy in the 

gardens. The grassland on the way out held the 

large Coppery-tailed Coucal, and a Tawny 

Eagle was seen flying overhead. A second visit 

to the Racket-tailed Roller site proved very 

rewarding, with good views of several new 

species for the trip highlighted by Arnott’s 

Chat, Stierling’s Wren-Warbler and Yellow-bellied Eremomela. Green Wood Hoopoe, African 

Hoopoe, Common Scimitarbill, Black-chested Prinia and Chinspot Batis were some of the more 

widespread species seen here. Raptors were not as prominent as on previous days, although we did 

Burchell’s Sandgrouse by Adam Riley 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela by Adam Riley 
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find Lizard Buzzard and a Lesser Spotted Eagle. At our first river stop, searching for Rock Pratincole, 

we bumped into two Bearded Woodpecker, Striped Kingfishers and an African Cuckoo in a matter of 

a few minutes! Further downstream, we were fortunate in having good views of at least two Rock 

Pratincoles as they flew up and down the river every now and then, perching on exposed rocks. Our 

next destination was a lodge on the banks of the 

Okavango River. The short grassland on the way 

in held Red-billed Spurfowl, Cut-throat Finch 

and Village Indigobirds feeding on the road 

edge. We enjoyed a lovely sundowner 

overlooking the river, with African Skimmers, 

several African Elephant and African Buffalo in 

attendance. It was a lovely relaxed end to 

another exciting day.  

 

Time was seemingly flying on this trip as the 

fifth morning arrived. This morning would be 

remembered for an unexpected visitor to the 

lodge grounds, and perhaps not the safest, but certainly the most unforgettable memory of this 

encounter. We had planned some pre-breakfast birding around the lodge and nearby grassland area. 

This plan, however, was never allowed to materialise as we got out of our rooms only to be greeted 

by a rather large African Elephant bull who clearly was not very happy. Some of the guests had to 

remain in their rooms as he made his way through and further downstream. This did provide everyone 

with an incredible close-up, on foot experience of this impressive animal. Thankfully, no one was 

hurt and the elephant, although agitated, did move on eventually. The much-curtailed birding time 

around the lodge produced many species we had seen before, with the exception of a Purple-banded 

Sunbird feeding on some bottlebrush flowers. 

 

Our route was to take us through the wonderful woodland and grassland floodplains of Mahango 

Game Reserve before crossing the border into Botswana and the Okavango Panhandle later in the 

afternoon. Driving through Mahango Game Reserve, it was again evident how severe the drought 

was, with very little water visible from the ‘river road’ that we usually take through the park. Mahango 

has several species of large animals present but one is still allowed to get out on foot, although this is 

always done with utmost caution. Impala, 

Topi, Puku, Southern Reedbuck, African 

Buffalo, Bushbuck and Greater Kudu were 

found with relative ease, most of these animals 

restricted to open grassland as there was little 

to no grass left within the woodland areas. 

Smaller mammals included Common 

Warthog, Chacma Baboon and a Slender 

Mongoose that gave the usual brief views that 

they are famous for. Birding was quite tough, 

but we did manage to find several species 

associated with the drier western parts of the 

African Skimmer by Heinz Ortmann 

Greater Kudu by Glen Valentine 
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tour, such as Crimson-breasted Shrike, Southern Pied Babbler, Marico Flycatcher, Southern White-

crowned Shrike, Violet-eared Waxbill and Swallow-tailed Bee-eater. Mahango has a good variety of 

raptor species, as we found out with African Harrier-Hawk, White-headed and Lappet-faced Vultures 

and Ayres’s Hawk-Eagle complementing already seen species such as Bateleur and Wahlberg’s Eagle.  

 

The woodland was particularly dry and 

difficult to find birds in. However, we did have 

some great luck in finding several specials, 

highlighted by Double-banded Sandgrouse, 

Swainson’s Spurfowl, a pair of Verreaux’s 

Eagle-Owls with a chick, African Barred 

Owlet, Brubru and Southern Black Tit. The 

presence of good numbers of game species 

allowed us to also get well-acquainted with the 

Red-billed Oxpeckers that are often found in 

association with these large mammals. Along 

the water’s edge in the floodplain area, Knob-

billed Duck, Red-billed Teal, White-browed Coucal and Intermediate Egret stood out. The world’s 

largest bird, the Common Ostrich, also provided the guests with the first of many sightings on this 

tour.  

 

Leaving Mahango, we crossed into Botswana and made the short drive to the Okavango Panhandle. 

We would transfer by boat to our idyllic lodge on the Okavango River. Giant, Malachite and Pied 

Kingfishers, several species of heron and egret, Wire-tailed Swallow and White-fronted Bee-eater 

were some of the species seen as we made our way downstream. Two African Elephant bulls allowed 

us a fairly close approach as they fed on reeds along the river’s edge. Just before arriving at the lodge, 

our local guide pointed out one of the mega-specials of this area to us, the White-backed Night Heron 

on its day roost. Unfortunately, the views were brief, but we decided that perhaps we would have 

better luck the next day. After having checked in at our lodge, we embarked on a short walk in the 

nearby riverine woodland. African Yellow White-eyes called noisily from the trees, Chirping 

Cisticola and the skulking Greater Swamp 

Warbler were found in the papyrus 

amongst the reeds along the river. Another 

interesting find was the old skin of a large 

Black Mamba! These highly venomous 

and nervous snakes do occur in the 

Okavango but are rarely seen. Several 

Bushbuck were also seen but, 

unfortunately, we did not manage to find 

the shy Sitatunga on this afternoon walk. 

We were, however, not to be disappointed 

as our local guide expertly pointed out 

first one and then a second Pel’s Fishing 

Owl! Simply an amazing bird to see 

Brubru by Adam Riley 

Giant Kingfisher by Heinz Ortmann 



Trip Report – RBL Namibia, Okavango & Victoria Falls - Overland VI 2016 9 

 

 

anywhere it occurs in Africa. The second 

bird was even so kind as to perch on an 

exposed, leafless branch, allowing the 

guests superb views and even a chance for 

some photographs! 

  

We had another full day by boat on the 

stunning Okavango River. In the morning, 

the stand out sighting was that of a Goliath 

Heron, whilst we were again treated to 

fantastic views of African Skimmers 

amongst several other species. A brief stop 

at a lodge upstream produced great views of 

the stunning Black-faced Waxbill, and we 

returned to our lodge satisfied with another great morning. Birding around the lodge was also 

productive, with fantastic looks at Bennett’s, Cardinal and Golden-tailed Woodpeckers, Yellow-

fronted Tinkerbird, Black-collared and Crested Barbets and Grey Tit-Flycatcher to name a few.  

 

In the afternoon, we made a trip downstream which again had us spoilt with a wonderful sighting of 

six large African Elephant bulls and other interesting animals that included Nile Crocodiles, 

Hippopotamus, Nile Monitor Lizard and the shy Sitatunga. The last named species was very briefly 

seen before it disappeared into the papyrus. We were further frustrated by more brief looks at Greater 

Swamp Warbler, but had better luck with Giant Kingfisher, African Pygmy Goose, Brown Snake 

Eagle and Lanner Falcon. Our search through an area of lovely floodplain grassland eventually 

produced decent but distant views of two Slaty Egrets amongst the more numerous Black Heron. This 

had literally been the last chance of finding this tough bird and it was fantastic to have successfully 

done so! Our return to the lodge on the river was again punctuated by a simply stunning late afternoon 

sky and sunset, perfectly bringing to a close our last day in this beautiful area!  

 

We left the absolutely breathtaking Okavango 

and made our way back into Namibia through 

Mahango Game Reserve the next morning. Yet 

again, it did not disappoint, with some great 

birds and mammals seen on our second visit to 

this area. Southern Black Flycatcher, 

Amethyst Sunbird, African Cuckoo-Hawk and 

Wattled Crane were all new additions to our 

ever-growing list. The latter could be seen in 

an area where there was also Goliath Heron 

and a pair of Saddle-billed Stork present. 

Three special large birds in one view, cracking 

stuff! On this second visit to the reserve, we had the good fortune of seeing two of Southern Africa’s 

rare antelope species. First, a herd of fifteen Roan Antelope and not long after that, a simply beautiful 

large bull Sable Antelope! Yet again, we were being spoilt with some amazing sightings. 

Pel’s Fishing Owl by Heinz Ortmann 

African Cuckoo-Hawk by Markus Lilje 
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Unfortunately, our next lodge near the town of Rundu was a very long drive away, so we left Mahango 

and made our way through the Caprivi region. The woodland has been heavily impacted here in the 

recent past and this evident by the few birds that we saw en route. We did manage to find a single 

White-breasted Cuckooshrike as it flew across the road and perched nearby. Having exited the 

vehicle, we carefully got closer and after some time and effort, everyone had seen the bird well.  

 

Walking through the woodland, we flushed a 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar from its day roost on 

the ground and again had absolutely cracking 

close up looks at this summer breeding 

migrant! A late afternoon visit to the Rundu 

sewage works offered us many repeat views of 

species already seen, along with good numbers 

of shorebirds and ducks. The highlight was 

observing several African Snipe, Greater 

Painted-snipe and an African Rail in some 

semi-flooded grass at the edge of a wetland 

area below the sewage works. The rail, in 

particular, was great to see so well, as we had only heard the bird previously on this trip in 

Livingstone! We again arrived quite late at our lodge and decided on a relaxed evening and dinner 

due to the early start needed the following morning. Unfortunately, the genets that so often visit the 

restaurant area did not show themselves whilst we were there, but we did find an interesting nocturnal 

lizard in the form of a Bibron’s Thick-toed Gecko.  

 

Whilst enjoying breakfast the next morning, we watched as a few Black-crowned Night Herons flew 

past, heading back to their roosting site for the day. Our first stop was a patch of woodland south-

west of Rundu. Here we found Tinkling Cisticola, Green-capped Eremomela, White-browed Scrub 

Robin and had good views of the main target, Rufous-bellied Tit. With the temperature noticeably 

rising, we left this area to make our way towards our lodge just outside the eastern gate of Etosha NP. 

En route, the highlights were brief views of an African Hawk-Eagle pair, and an excellent find by our 

driver of a group of Bradfield’s Hornbill. Again this was a case of finding the species at the very last 

possible spot on the trip! We arrived out 

our lodge for the next two nights later in 

the afternoon.  

 

At the entrance gate, we were fortunate to 

watch Green-winged Pytilia, Violet-eared 

Waxbill and Crested Francolin before 

heading to the lodge. The diminutive 

Kirk’s Dik-dik was the mammal highlight 

of the day as we came across a pair here 

as well. Upon arrival at the lodge 

reception, we had to postpone our check 

in by a few minutes as we watched a 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar by Markus Lilje 

Bradfield’s Hornbill by Adam Riley 
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group of Black-faced Babbler foraging on the lawns. A localised and often tricky species to find, we 

were in luck with great views of these quiet babblers! Having checked in, we walked around the lodge 

for a bit, but with the temperature still very high there was little about apart from a confiding Acacia 

Pied Barbet and a Common Duiker grazing on 

the lawns by the rooms. We enjoyed a wonderful 

dinner and went to bed full of anticipation for 

our first day in Etosha National park the next 

day!  

 

Etosha National Park is without a doubt one of 

Africa’s premier wildlife and safari destinations. 

We were fortunate enough to have a full three 

days to explore as much of the park as our time 

here allowed, and would have some absolutely 

amazing sightings during this time. This first day 

was set aside to explore the eastern parts of the park, as we went out in search of several key bird 

species that are found here. The drive from our lodge to the entrance gate of Etosha was interesting, 

largely because of how many Kirk’s Dik-dik pairs were present on the edge of the road. The lack of 

cover was due, in large part, to the severe drought and these animals had little forage left other than 

the grass along these roads. At the entrance gate, whilst waiting for official opening time, we had an 

out-of-range record of a male Copper Sunbird, which left as quickly as he had arrived. The gate 

eventually opened and we made our way into Namibia’s flagship conservation area.  

 

At this time of year, with the lack of water, most of the animals are concentrated around the water 

sources and so it was decided that we would spend quite some time at the various waterholes in the 

east. However, before even reaching the first waterhole, we had a good sighting of a male Lion on 

the road! What great luck and an incredible start to our time in the park. Visits to waterholes on that 

first day proved very successful, with a further Lion sighting, Spotted Hyaena, Black-backed Jackal 

and a whole variety of plains game, including Black-faced Impala, Steenbok, Gemsbok, Giraffe, 

Common Duiker, Greater Kudu and 

Springbok seen well. A visit to the eastern 

most campsite in the park yielded a group 

of Banded Mongoose and a few 

Quailfinches at the nearby waterhole. 

Burchell’s and Namaqua Sandgrouse, 

Southern Pied Babbler, African Red-eyed 

Bulbul and Great Sparrow were some of the 

special birds seen coming in to drink at 

various waterholes during the day. Black-

winged Kite, Rock Kestrel and Pale 

Chanting Goshawk were all prominent. 

Chestnut-vented Warbler and Kalahari 

Scrub Robin were seen in thicker Acacia 

scrub.  

Black-faced Babbler by Heinz Ortmann 

Giraffe and Spotted Hyaena by Heinz Ortmann 
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It was the open grassland plains, however, that were the most rewarding. Larger birds included the 

regal Blue Crane, Kori Bustard, Red-crested Korhaan and Northern Black Korhaan, all providing the 

group with great looks. Ant-eating Chat, Capped Wheatear and Desert Cisticola were some of the 

more prominent smaller denizens of the grassland expanse. A small waterhole with several animal 

species and Ostriches in attendance also had a few Grey-backed Sparrow-Larks and surprisingly, 

Chestnut-banded Plovers. We were only 

expecting to find the plover once we reached 

Walvis Bay so this was a great bonus! Later in 

the morning, the very hot temperature forced 

birds to retreat into shade they could find, 

which ultimately meant that one found birds 

under almost every bush! This method resulted 

in great sightings, including over twenty 

Burchell’s Courser, even more Double-banded 

Coursers, Red-capped, Eastern Clapper, Pink-

billed, Rufous-naped and Sabota Larks, two 

Common Buttonquails, as well as a Caspian 

Plover! It was turning out to be another superb 

day.  

 

With the temperature becoming increasingly unbearable, we slowly started making our way back to 

some of the waterholes we had visited that morning. It seemed as though there were almost no birds 

or even animals willing to move around in the extreme heat. Driving along in the mid-afternoon heat, 

not expecting much, we noticed a vehicle stopped further down the road. Curious to find out what 

they were looking at, we approached and found that on the left-hand side of the road, perhaps twenty 

metres from us, were three Cheetah feasting on a freshly killed Springbok! Our luck truly was good, 

and we watched this amazing sighting for as long as we could before there were too many vehicles 

present. Having had a truly special time watching these amazing cats feeding, we decided to move 

on to allow other people at the sighting a fair share of this unforgettable scene. With spirits high, even 

with the very unpleasant hot weather, we slowly made our way back to the lodge for a relaxed late 

afternoon and evening. The final 

surprise for the day came back at our 

lodge, where before last light, one of the 

guests discovered a Common Genet and 

her youngster being mobbed by several 

different species of birds. Everyone was 

eventually able to see these cool little 

cats and it ended what had been a special 

day on a fantastic note.  

 

The second full day in Etosha had a lot 

to live up to as we went from the eastern 

gate to the central camp of Halali. 

Noticeable on this drive was the 

Burchell’s Coursers & Red-capped Lark by Heinz 

Ortmann 

Cheetah brothers by Heinz Ortmann 
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eventual, gradual change in habitat from open grassland and Acacia thicket to a mopane and Acacia 

type woodland and eventually, a Mopane dominated woodland around Halali. Raptors were 

prominent with Greater Kestrel, Red-necked Falcon, African Hawk-Eagle and Little Sparrowhawk, 

all found along with the seemingly ubiquitous Pale Chanting Goshawks along the way. The mammal 

highlight was a further four Lions as we arrived at Halali in the midday heat around lunchtime.  

 

After lunch and some rest, we started exploring 

the good birding habitat within the camp. 

Southern White-crowned Shrike, Southern 

Red-billed Hornbill, White-browed Sparrow-

Weaver and Burchell’s Starlings were all 

common in camp. Our driver somehow 

managed to find the tiny African Scops Owl on 

day roost, providing the guests with another top 

sighting. At the waterhole, we found a non-

breeding male Long-tailed Paradise Whydah 

and a Peregrine Falcon was perched atop the 

camp’s cellphone tower. It was in the camping 

area that our luck with one of the specials of the area improved markedly, as we located a small family 

group of Violet Wood Hoopes. They were observed moving around noisily in typical Wood Hoopoe 

fashion, probing along branches of trees in search of any tasty morsels that they could find. Our driver 

came up with the goods again, as he alerted us to the presence of three Bare-cheeked Babblers, the 

second major target for this area! We enjoyed lengthy views as they slowly made their way along the 

edge of the camp. It was an absolute bonus finding them in what could best be described as very 

uncomfortably hot weather! Later, as the temperature dropped slightly, some of us watched two Black 

Rhinoceros at the waterhole on the edge of the camp. This subspecies is sometimes called the ‘Desert’ 

Black Rhino and as always, it was a privilege to have such good views of these prehistoric-looking 

animals.  

 

That evening, we were fortunate enough to go on one of the park’s official night drives. Night drives, 

in general, can be very hit or miss. Fortunately for us, we had some great luck. Birds were few but 

seeing Spotted Eagle-Owl, especially for 

guests visiting Africa for the first time, is 

always special. It was two small mammals, 

however, that stole the show. The first was 

the beautiful and shy Aardwolf. These 

termite-eating carnivores are widespread but 

seldom seen and this was an incredibly 

special animal to see on a trip here. This 

sighting was arguably outdone by one of the 

rarest small mammals in Southern Africa, 

the African Striped Weasel. Incredibly rare 

in Namibia, not even the official park’s guide 

knew what animal it was at first! Having 

Red-necked Falcon by Adam Riley 

Typical waterhole scene by Heinz Ortmann 
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returned to camp from the drive, some of us had another quick look at the waterhole where a big bull 

Black Rhinoceros was enjoying the comfort of the water by lying in the middle of the waterhole! 

Etosha had outdone itself for a second day running.  

 

Our last full day in this wonderful park saw us 

leave Halali camp and travel further west to the 

park’s headquarters at Okaukuejo. However, 

before leaving Halali, some of us were 

fortunate enough to see one of the camp’s 

regular visitors in the form of a rather large 

male Honey Badger! Unfortunately, he was on 

a mission and moved off quickly and before 

everyone in the group had had a chance to see 

him! Nevertheless, it was great that some of the 

guests had at least had the good fortune of 

seeing this interesting and characterful small 

mammal. This morning was again punctuated by some special mammal sightings that included a pride 

of nine Lions waiting for a chance to hunt any unsuspecting prey at a waterhole, good views of the 

diurnal Yellow Mongoose and the impressive sight of three massive old African Elephant bulls at 

close range at a waterhole as we neared Okaukuejo. 

 

New birds were becoming harder and harder to find, but there were still several noteworthy ones 

found on another hot day in Etosha. Common Buzzard, Spotted Thick-knee, Cape Penduline Tit, 

Southern Fiscal, Spike-heeled Lark, Chat Flycatcher and Rufous-eared Warbler were all added to the 

list by the time we arrived at Okaukuejo. The waterhole at the camp usually provides some 

entertainment, with a large Sociable Weaver colony a definite drawcard. This day, in particular, was 

possibly the hottest on our trip and the afternoon drive did not yield much in the way of animal or 

bird sightings, apart from the endearing South African Ground Squirrels seen along the way. That 

evening, we spent some time at the camp’s floodlit waterhole, where we enjoyed watching Spotted 

Hyaena, Black and White Rhinoceros and eventually a Brown Hyaena that came into the waterhole 

after the Spotted Hyaenas had left. Of further interest was a two-metre long Southern African Python 

that was in one of the trees at the waterhole. With a fairly early start ahead of us the next day, we 

made our way to bed for a much-needed 

night’s sleep.  

 

Waking up the following morning, the reality 

that we had to leave this amazing park was all 

too evident, but we quickly turned our 

attention to what lay ahead with another long 

day of driving to get to the beautiful Erongo 

Mountains. Before leaving the park, we were 

spoilt with a final sighting of a Black 

Rhinoceros as we headed south for our first 

birding stop of the day at a lodge not far from 

Aardwolf by Rich Lindie 

Sociable Weaver by Rich Lindie 
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the southern entrance gate to Etosha. Walking the lodge grounds allowed us views of Damara Red-

billed Hornbill, Cinnamon-breasted, Cape and Golden-breasted Buntings, Pririt Batis and the first 

ever Common Whitethroat on an NBZ trip! Shortly after leaving the lodge, our driver spotted a Pearl-

spotted Owlet perched in a tree on the roadside. One of Southern Africa’s smallest owls, this was 

another super find and thoroughly enjoyed by 

the group. En route to our lunch stop at 

Omaruru, we found the last hornbill that was 

possible for the trip, the near-endemic 

Monteiro’s Hornbill. This species would 

become a more regular sight during the last 

part of the trip and was a welcome bonus 

during the lengthy drive.  

 

The lunch stop did not produce much apart 

from our first views of the delightful Rosy-

faced Lovebirds that occur in good numbers in 

these parts. From Omaruru, we headed onto a gravel road and into the picturesque Erongo 

Conservancy. Here we were picked up by 4x4 and transferred to arguably one of the most beautiful 

settings for any lodge in Namibia, at Erongo Wilderness Lodge. Although still hot, we decided to do 

some birding around the lodge late in the afternoon. Pale-winged Starling, Rosy-faced Lovebird, 

Familiar Chat, Mountain Wheatear, Dusky Sunbird, Alpine Swift and one of the big targets for the 

area, Carp’s Tit, were all found during our walk. Mammals were few and far between but we did see 

Chacma Baboon, Kirk’s Dik-dik and several Rock Hyrax. At dinner, we were able to watch a Freckled 

Nightjar as it hawked insects at a light by the restaurant. And so another hot and long, but totally 

rewarding day in the African bush, drew to a close.  

 

The next morning, until lunch time, was spent walking around the lodge and watching birds at the 

restaurant, where the lodge staff put out seeds for the birds to feed on. A short walk before enjoying 

the birds coming into the seeds was an enjoyable experience, as we picked up the much sought-after 

Rockrunner and some of the group had good brief looks at a pair of Hartlaub’s Spurfowl before they 

disappeared into the rocky outcrop. An Augur Buzzard was also seen well as it soared along the rocky 

escarpment, with Verreaux’s Eagle also making 

an appearance. Back at the lodge, we enjoyed 

Black-throated, Yellow and White-throated 

Canaries, lots of Rosy-faced Lovebirds, Cape 

Bunting, Red-billed Spurfowl and Short-toed 

Rock Thrush, all eager for some scraps of food 

and, later in the morning, water to drink. There 

were several brightly coloured Namib Rock 

Agamas in attendance, and the many seeds also 

enticed a few Dassie Rats out into the open as 

we enjoyed these peculiar rodents for several 

minutes at a time.  

 

Pearl-spotted Owlet by Markus Lilje 

Rosy-faced Lovebird by Markus Lilje 
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The waterhole nearby also allowed us fantastic views of the jet black Kaokoveld Slender Mongoose, 

a real special of these parts. Having had a scrumptious lunch, we made our way further into the 

Erongos and the second lodge we were to stay at. It was difficult to not be impacted by the severe 

dryness, lack of leaves on trees and noticeable impacts of the drought in these parts. It had become 

so bad that fences had been dropped to allow game such as Gemsbok to move more freely over a 

larger area to try to ensure that some survive! 

There was a significant highlight en route to the 

next lodge in the form of two White-tailed 

Shrikes. It took lots of effort and walking 

through some rather thorny bushes, at one point 

in extremely hot weather, but the views of this 

strange ‘super-sized’ batis were well worth the 

effort! Happy with having found another 

Namibia special, we arrived at the lodge in the 

mid-afternoon with some time to relax before a 

late afternoon game drive on the property. The 

game drive was in a beautiful area, with Red-

crested Korhaan, Crimson-breasted Shrike and 

the regal Gemsbok Antelope the standout sightings. We enjoyed some bushman art and an absolutely 

breathtaking sunset atop a rocky outcrop to end off another superb day. Back at the lodge for dinner, 

we had several Freckled Nightjars behind the rooms with one of the birds showing really well for 

good views.  

 

The main birding spot we visited the next day was the impressive granite inselbergs of Spitzkoppe. 

Along the fence wires on the way, we picked up Karoo and Tractrac Chat, whilst some keen spotting 

by our driver first picked up a Ludwig’s Bustard which we saw very well in flight and then whilst 

watching the bustard, we found the near-endemic to Namibia, Rüppell’s Korhaan! It was a double-

whammy of two specials of the drier parts of Namibia only a few minutes apart. The impressive rocky 

outcrops at Spitzkoppe host several special birds, with the most famous being the rather drab but 

much sought-after Herero Chat. Whilst searching for the chat, we had good views of Layard’s 

Warbler, White-backed Mousebird and exceptional views of several White-tailed Shrikes. The range-

restricted Damara Ground Squirrel was another 

highlight for the morning but try as we might, 

we just could not find any sign of a Herero Chat.  

 

Having grabbed some lunch, we decided to 

search an area we had not looked for the bird 

before and if it was not there, we would admit 

defeat and move on. Thankfully, we managed to 

find a pair of these chats happily foraging and 

even landing on the ground not far from where 

we stood. In fact, this was an excellent view of 

Herero Chat and we left Spitzkoppe once again 

very happy with what we had experienced so far 

Bushman Art by Heinz Ortmann 

Rüpell’s Korhaan by Heinz Ortmann 
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that day. Our final destination was a hotel overlooking the Walvis Bay lagoon on the west coast of 

Namibia. The cool breeze from the Atlantic Ocean resulted in easily the coolest temperatures 

experienced by the group on the tour. Arriving in the late afternoon, the weather was rather miserable 

with a strong north-easterly breeze blowing. Even in the poor weather, it was easy to pick up both 

Greater and Lesser Flamingo, as well as the 

abundant Cape and White-breasted Cormorants. 

The evening was thoroughly enjoyable as we 

had arguably the best meal of the trip at a lovely 

restaurant that is situated on the actual lagoon 

itself.  

 

Our first objective the next day was to go in 

search of Namibia’s only true endemic bird, the 

Dune Lark. We set out from our hotel in the dark 

in order to reach the area at first light. The habitat 

preference of this interesting lark is small areas 

of gravel plain interspersed with bushes in between red sand dunes. Walking over these fine sand 

dunes is quite strenuous and sometimes one has to walk for hours without any luck. We were, 

however, fortunate, and almost as soon as we entered the right habitat, we found two of these lovely 

larks! Having enjoyed fantastic views of the birds, we returned to our hotel for a late breakfast.  

 

After breakfast, we focussed on birding the shoreline and salt pans of the Walvis Bay lagoon. Again 

there were seriously impressive numbers of Greater and Lesser Flamingo present in the lagoon. 

Shorebird species new for the trip included Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Grey Plover, Ruddy 

Turnstone, African Oystercatcher, Sanderling and small plovers highlighted by good numbers of 

Chestnut-banded Plover, which although not new for the trip did, however, provide better views than 

in Etosha. A single Afro-Australian Fur Seal was found swimming in the lagoon, attempting to find 

some fish in an area where Hartlaub’s and Kelp Gulls, Caspian, Greater Crested, Common and 

Sandwich Terns all had the same objective. Initially, we had very distant views of the dainty Damara 

Tern, which is a breeding endemic to this coastline. Later at the saltworks, however, we managed to 

find two birds that were seen very close, much to everyone’s delight. It was lunchtime when we 

returned to the hotel, where in the gardens we enjoyed watching a pair of Orange River White-eyes 

as they moved about busily in the bushes around the main entrance.  

 

Having had a good lunch, we made our way 

inland into the desert where we would spend 

some time looking at one of the most bizarre 

plants on the planet, the Welwitschia. These 

plants are found in seemingly inhospitable gravel 

plain habitat, with seemingly nothing else alive in 

the area. One of the few birds that we did come 

across whilst looking at one of the plants was the 

Tractrac Chat, which seemed to be quite at home 

on these vast, barren and seemingly lifeless 

Dune Lark by Markus Lilje 

Damara Tern by Clayton Burne 
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gravel plains. Our last stop for the day was near Swakopmund, where an extensive gravel plain with 

small bushes scattered across the landscape is the preferred habitat of another regional special, Gray’s 

Lark. It took quite a bit of walking and we saw several Red-capped Larks before we finally found 

three Gray’s Larks. Again, much like the Tractrac Chats seen earlier in the afternoon, these birds seem 

quite happy in a habitat where one wonders 

how they find enough food to survive. With 

the cool wind picking up and the 

temperature dropping, we made our way 

back down the coastline to Walvis Bay for a 

relaxed evening and dinner at the hotel.  

 

This second to last full day is always a 

tough, long day of driving through the 

Namib-Naukluft desert. Hot temperatures 

and some beautiful scenery are the order of 

the day but even with the extreme heat, we 

still managed to find and see several new 

birds and mammals. It started well with a 

Marsh Warbler found in the bushes at our hotel before we had even left Walvis Bay! The next stop 

was a beautiful view point where one could see for kilometres beyond a single Tree Aloe that seems 

to stick out from the rest of the landscape. It was here that we had some good fortune and found two 

pairs of Karoo Long-billed Lark. Further sightings of Rüppell’s Korhaan nearer to the road than 

previous sightings and several groups of our first Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra were the highlights of 

the morning before we reached our lunch stop at the tiny hamlet of Solitaire.  

 

Making our way to the Khomas Hochland, where we would stay for this one night, we managed to 

find our first Pygmy Falcon near Remhoogte Pass. These tiny falcons can be tricky to find and 

everyone in the group was pleased to have seen this special little raptor. Not far from our lodge, we 

also came across a pair of Kori Bustard as they strode purposefully through the landscape. Our lodge 

for the night was a lovely farmstead set amongst a series of rocky outcrops. Karoo Scrub Robin - here 

at the northernmost limit of its range, more Rosy-faced Lovebirds, Short-toed Rock Thrush and Long-

billed Pipit were some of the highlights 

during our late afternoon walk in the area. 

The top bird, however, would be seeing 

three Orange River Francolin a few metres 

away from us! It was an incredible sighting 

of these usually shy birds. That evening, we 

enjoyed a wonderful home-cooked meal 

and went to bed exhausted but very content 

after another fabulous day.  

 

We began this day with one of the most 

incredible sightings of the entire trip. 

Having left our overnight lodge after 

Namib-Naukluft scenery by Heinz Ortmann 

Orange River Francolin by Rich Lindie 
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another fantastic breakfast, we were left stunned when we came across a female Aardwolf carrying 

her tiny pup to a new den site! As she crossed the road, a Tawny Eagle was seen flying overhead, 

perhaps the reason she was moving so quickly to get her pup to safety! Other mammals that we 

enjoyed that morning included further sightings 

of Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra and seeing our 

first Blesbok for the trip. The latter species is 

introduced from South Africa but still nice to 

see in these parts. Gabar Goshawk and another 

Pygmy Falcon were the avian highlights on the 

drive. Our lunch stop near Windhoek was the 

small nature reserve called Daan Viljoen Game 

Reserve. Here we enjoyed several new birds, 

including Burnt-necked Eremomela and Ashy 

Tit, along with better views of Pearl-spotted 

Owlet and Monteiro’s Hornbill.  

 

Finally, we made our way to the Windhoek water works for the last bit of birding for the day. There 

was simply a phenomenal number of Wattled Starlings present here, along with many other birds. 

New birds included Cape Shoveler, Southern Pochard, and Icterine and African Reed Warblers. Much 

to my frustration, the Barred Wren-Warbler that had briefly showed itself had disappeared again 

before any of the guests had seen it. Our final evening together was a thoroughly enjoyable one and 

we looked forward to a final morning’s birding the following day.  

 

Unfortunately, all tours do come to an end, and we had almost reached that point when we visited 

Avis Dam on the last morning. There were several birds still possible here and we set out looking for 

these. Greater Striped Swallow was the first new trip bird seen flying near the dam wall amongst a 

large mixed flock of swallows and Little Swifts. Keeping an eye out overhead, we eventually found 

small numbers of Bradfield’s Swift amongst the many Alpine and White-rumped Swifts that were 

present. Using the call of Pearl-spotted Owlet in the hope of luring birds in with some patience paid 

off, with good views of non-breeding Shaft-

tailed Whydah and one Grey-backed 

Cisticola, both new for the trip. There was 

only one bird left to find and we managed 

so, barely, to find it not far from our vehicle, 

and with extremely close views of this 

Barred Wren-Warbler, we were able to 

finish off this amazing NBZ trip on a high! 

Thank you to an amazing group of 

participants, an exceptional driver and I 

hope to travel with you all again someday. I 

personally cannot wait to get back to 

Namibia and these special places.  

Monteiro’s Hornbill by Markus Lilje 

Greater Striped Swallow by Adam Riley 
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Annotated List of Birds recorded 

 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2017. IOC World Bird List (v 7.1) Birds of the World: 

Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press.  

 

Key: E: regional endemic, RNE: regional near-endemic, NP: National Park, SW: Sewage Works, GP: Game 

Park. 
 

Total Species Recorded:  (404 species including 1 species heard only) 
 

Ostrich  Struthionidae 

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

The world’s largest bird was seen at Mahango GR, Etosha NP and during our drive through the Namib.  
 

 

Ducks, Geese & Waterfowl  Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

Commonly encountered at some of the first sites on the trip including the Livingstone SW, Kalizo, the 

Okavango Panhandle and Rundu SW.  

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

This large anatid was seen well at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango Panhandle and Rundu SW.   

Knob-billed (Comb) Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Three birds were seen on our second visit to Mahango GR.  

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

We found this species on 9 days at various locations throughout the tour from Livingstone to Windhoek.  

South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 

This lovely duck was encountered in Etosha NP and at the Windhoek SW.  

African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus 

A beautiful small duck that was seen well at Kalizo and in the Okavango Panhandle.   

Cape Teal Anas capensis 

Seen in small numbers in Etosha NP with further views at Walvis Bay.  

Yellow-billed Duck  Anas undulata 

Only seen at Kalizo on this tour.  

Cape Shoveler  Anas smithii 

A single sighting of this species was had at a waterhole in Etosha NP. 

  

Red-billed Teal (Duck)  Anas erythrorhyncha 

Seen at Kalizo, Mahango GR, Etosha NP and the Windhoek SW.  

Hottentot Teal   Anas hottentota 

This small duck was found at the Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR and Windhoek SW. 

Southern Pochard   Netta erythrophthalma 

Seen only at the Windhoek SW.  

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl  Numida meleagris 

This spotted gamebird was seen in good numbers in Mahango GR, Etosha NP, Erongo and Windhoek.  

 

Pheasants, Grouse & Allies  Phasianidae 

(H) Coqui Francolin  Peliperdix coqui 

We heard this francolin near Rundu but were unable to locate the bird.  

Orange River Francolin  Scleroptila gutturalis 

We had phenomenal views of three birds in the Khomas Hochland.  

Crested Francolin  Dendroperdix sephaena 
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We had several good sightings in Etosha NP of this francolin. 

Hartlaub’s Spurfowl (NE)   Pternistis hartlaubi 

Unfortunately, this special francolin proved very difficult to find with a pair seen briefly by the guide and one 

of the guests at Erongo Wilderness Lodge.  

Red-billed Spurfowl  Pternistis adspersus 

A common species seen at Mahango GR, the Okavango Panhandle, Etosha NP, Erongo Wilderness Lodge and 

Windhoek. 

Swainson's Spurfowl  Pternistis swainsonii 

This francolin was seen only in Mahango GR. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Seen at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR, Etosha NP and the Windhoek SW. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus 

Thousands of these beautiful birds were present in the Walvis Bay lagoon. 

Lesser Flamingo  Phoeniconaias minor 

Not as common as the previous species but still present in very good numbers in Walvis Bay lagoon.  

 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 

Yellow-billed Stork   Mycteria ibis 

Seen at Kalizo and Mahango GR. 

African Openbill  Anastomus lamelligerus 

We encountered this strange stork at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR and the Okavango Panhandle. 

Saddle-billed Stork  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

We were treated to fantastic views of these stunning storks at Kalizo and Mahango GR.  

Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumeniferus 

Goo views of this species were had in Livingstone, Kalizo, Okavango and Etosha NP.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 

African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus  

Seen at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR, Okavango and Windhoek SW.  

Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash 

We found this normally common species only in the Livingstone area. 

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 

Very common at Livingstone SW with further sightings in the Kalizo area. 

African Spoonbill   Platalea alba 

We found this species at Kalizo and Mahango GR. 

 

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 

Little Bittern   Ixobrychus minutus  

We had good flight views of this small heron in the Okavango. 

  

White-backed Night Heron Gorsachius leuconotus 

We had excellent views of at least four birds found by our expert local guide during our stay in the Okavango 

Panhandle region. Seen on both days during our stay in the Okavango area.  

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

Seen early morning at our lodge near Rundu.   

Striated Heron  Butorides striatus 

Observed at Kalizo, Mahango GR, Rundu SW and the Okavango. 

Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides 
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We managed to have good views of this heron at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR, Runsu SW and the 

Okavango.  

Rufous-bellied Heron  Ardeola rufiventris 

A scarce species seen well at Kalizo with further good views of a young bird near our lodge at Rundu. 

Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 

Common throughout the first half of the trip.  

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

This large heron was seen at a number of sites including Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR, Rundu area, 

Walvis Bay and the Windhoek SW. 

Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala 

We found this species very surprisingly only in the Livingstone area. 

Goliath Heron  Ardea purpurea 

We had great views of singletons in the Okavango and Mahango GR. 

Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea 

A scarce heron that we were fortunate to see on a few occasions at Kalizo and the Okavango.  

Great Egret  Ardea albus 

Seen well at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango area and at the Rundu SW.  

Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia 

Seen only in Mahango GR on this trip.  

Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca 

Seen at the Ngoma border post and later again in the Okavango.   

Slaty Egret  Egretta vinaceigula 

After a lot of searching, we found two birds in association with the previous species on a floodplain area in the 

Okavango.  

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 

A common egret on the trip seen at various locations including Livingstone SW, Caprivi region, 

Mahango GR, the Okavango, Rundu, Walvis Bay and Windhoek SW. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 

Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta 

This bizarre-looking bird was seen on every day in the Caprivi region, Livingstone SW and the Okavango 

Panhandle region.  

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus 

We had good but mostly distant views of birds at Walvis Bay.  

Pink-backed Pelican   Pelecanus rufescens 

This species was seen in the Caprivi Region near Kalizo and Mahango GR.   

 

Boobies & Gannets Sulidae 
Cape Gannet  Morus capensis 

About seven birds in total were seen from the shore at Walvis Bay. 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 

Reed Cormorant  Phalacrocorax africanus 

Encountered often during the first 8 days of the tour in the Caprivi and Okavango with the final views at the 

Windhoek SW. 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 

A large cormorant that was seen well around Walvis Bay and at the Windhoek SW.  

Cape Cormorant  Phalacrocorax capensis 

Seen in very large numbers around Walvis Bay.  

 

Anhingas  Anhingidae 
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African Darter  Anhinga melanogaster 

Seen at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Okavango and Windhoek SW. 
 

Kites, Hawks, Eagles & Vultures  Accipitridae 

Black-winged Kite   Elanus caeruleus 

This delightful small raptor was encountered in the Okavango and eastern Etosha. 

African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus 

This interesting raptor was surprisingly only seen once at Mahango GR. 

African Cuckoo-Hawk  Aviceda cuculoides 

We had superb views of a pair on our second visit to Mahango GR. 

Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus 

The smallest vulture species occurring in the subregion we found this species in the Livingstone area. 

White-backed Vulture   Gyps africanus 

Seen well in Livingstone, Chobe NP, Mahango GR and Etosha NP.  

White-headed Vulture   Tigonoceps occipitalis 

A single bird was seen amongst a group of the previous species in Mahango GR.  

Lappet-faced Vulture  Torgos tracheliotus 

This massive vulture delighted us with good views in Mahango GR, Etosha NP, Erongo and during our drive 

from Walvis Bay to the Khomas Hochland. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis 

Good views were had at Kalizo, Mahango GR, Etosha NP, Khomas Hochland and near Windhoek.  

Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinereus 

We saw this species in Chobe NP, the Okavango, near Rundu and Etosha NP.   

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus  

This beautiful raptor was seen at Kalizo, Mahango GR and eastern Etosha. 

Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis 

Not often seen on these tours we had the good fortune of finding two birds on our travels from Livingstone To 

Kalizo on the second day.  

Wahlberg’s Eagle  Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

A summer breeding migrant to these parts which we saw well at Kalizo and Mahango GR.  

Ayres’s Hawk-Eagle  Hieraaetus ayresii 

An absolute bonus bird that was seen in flight in Mahango GR! 

Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina 

Seen near Popa Falls and in the Okavango.  

Tawny Eagle  Aquila rapax 

This large raptor was found near Kalizo, in Etosha NP and Windhoek. 

Verreaux’s Eagle  Aquila verreauxii 

We had two sightings of these majestic eagles in the Erongo area on this tour, simply fantastic! 

African Hawk-Eagle  Hieraaetus spilogaster 

A beautiful raptor seen en route from Rundu to Mushara and later again in Etosha NP. 

Lizard Buzzard   Kaupifalco monogrammicus 

This small raptor was expertly sighted by our amazing driver in the Caprivi region on two separate occasions.  

Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar 

Seen on several occasions in Etosha NP and on the second last day on our drive from the Khomas Hochland 

to Windhoek. 

Pale Chanting Goshawk  Melierax canorus 

An arid species that we encountered regularly in Etosha NP, Spitzkoppe and the Khomas Hochland/Namib 

Desert regions. 

Little Sparrowhawk  Accipiter minullus 

A single bird was seen in Etosha NP.  

African Marsh Harrier  Circus ranivorus 

Seen in the Kalizo area and the Okavango.  

Yellow-billed Kite  Milvus aegyptius 

Seen on all days for the first 8 days of the tour through the Caprivi and Okavango. 

African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer 
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A common sight during our time in the Caprivi Strip and Okavango. 

Common Buzzard   Buteo buteo 

A single bird was seen in Etosha NP. 

Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur 

Seen well at Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Spitzkoppe and near Walvis Bay. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 

Kori Bustard  Ardeotis 

kori  

The world’s heaviest flying bird was seen in good numbers in Etosha NP with a bonus sighting of a pair later 

in the trip in the Khomas Hochland.  

Ludwig’s Bustard  Neotis ludwigii 

A great sighting was had of a bird in flight and later scoped as it strode off in the distance near Spitzkoppe.  

Rüppell's Korhaan (NE)  Eupodotis rueppellii 

One of the target species of the drier interior in Namibia we had good sightings near Spitzkoppe and again in 

the Namib Desert.   

Red-crested Korhaan   Lophotis ruficrista 

Seen well in Etosha NP and the Erongo area.  

Northern Black Korhaan  Afrotis afraoides 

The most common korhaan on the trip we found several birds on every day in Etosha NP with further 

sightings near Spitzkoppe, the Khomas Hochland and on our drive to Windhoek on the second last day.  

 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 

African Rail  Rallus caerulescens 

We were treated to great views of a bird at the Rundu SW.  

Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostris 

This conspicuous rallid was seen at Livingstone SW and Kalizo.  

African Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis 

We had good views at the Livingstone SW, Kalizo and Rundu SW of this species.  

Allen’s Gallinule  Porphyrio alleni 

A fairly scarce breeding migrant seen well at the Livingstone SW.  

  

Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 

Common at Rundu SW and also seen at the Rundu SW and in eastern Etosha. 

Red-knobbed Coot  Fulica cristata 

Seen at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Rundu and Windhoek SW.  

 

Cranes  Gruidae 

Blue Crane RE  Grus paradisea 

We had the good fortune of seeing these graceful birds on the grassy plains of Etosha NP.  

Wattled Crane  Grus carunculata 

The second visit to Mahango GR produced the goods with distant but good views of four of these threatened 

cranes. 

 

Buttonquails Turnicidae 
Common Buttonquail  Turnix sylvaticus 

Two birds were seen incredibly well in eastern Etosha.  

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

Water Thick-knee  Burhinus vermiculatus 

This interesting usually nocturnal bird was seen at Kalizo and in the Okavango. 

  

Spotted Thick-knee  Burhinus capensis 
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Incredibly well camouflaged these birds were expertly spotted by our driver on of the days in Etosha NP.  

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopodidae 

African Oystercatcher (NE) Haematopus moquini 

We had distant views of four birds in the Walvis Bay lagoon area. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 

Seen most regularly during the first half of the trip and on11 days total.  

Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta 

Seen at Kalizo, Etosha NP and Walvis Bay.  

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 

Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris 

This stunning lapwing was seen well at Livingstone SW, Mahango GR, Okavango Panhandle and near Rundu.  

Blacksmith Lapwing  Vanellus armatus 

The most common lapwing on the trip, seen on 11 days.  

White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 

Seen well at Livingstone SW and Kalizo. 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

This common grassland lapwing was seen near Rundu and in Etosha NP.  

African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus 

This striking bird was seen well as we left Kalizo.  

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

A Palearctic migrant seen at Rundu SW and Walvis Bay.  

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

We had sightings Kalizo and Etosha NP.  

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

We saw this attractive little plover at Kalizo, Rundu SW, Etosha NP, the Khomas Hochland and Windhoek.  

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 

These plovers were seen at Kalizo and Walvis Bay.  

Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus 

We saw this plover at Andoni Spring in Etosha NP and later in Walvis Bay. 

Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus 

A great find in the eastern part of Etosha NP!  

 

Painted-snipes  Rostratulidae 

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis 

We had incredible views of birds at Kalizo, Rundu SW and in Etosha NP.  

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 

Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis 

We had superb views of these small jacanas at the Livingstone SW and Kalizo.  

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

This was a common sight at wetlands and along rivers during the first half of the tour. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 

African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis 

We flushed a bird at Kalizo and had subsequently unbeatable views of several birds at the Rundu SW.  

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

Seen at Walvis Bay lagoon.  

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
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Not as common as usual but still seen well at Walvis Bay.  

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

A scarce species in the region, seen well at Kalizo and the Okavango.  

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

This wader was seen at the Livingstone SW, the Okavango and Walvis Bay. 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Seen regularly in the first half of the tour and later at the Windhoek SW. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

This small shorebird was seen regularly in the Caprivi, the Okavango and Etosha NP.  

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

This colourful wader was seen in Walvis Bay. 

Sanderling Calidris alba 

Another common denizen of the Walvis Bay Lagoon. 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 

These tiny shorebirds were seen at Kalizo, Rundu SW, Walvis Bay and in Etosha NP. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

This species was abundant in Walvis Bay having been seen previously in small numbers in Etosha NP. 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

This wader was seen at Livingstone SW, Kalizo Lodge, Rundu SW, Etosha NP and at Walvis Bay. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 

Burchell’s Courser (NE) Cursorius rufus 

A scarce species that we had the privilege of seeing around 20 of in the east of Etosha with a further bonus 

sighting of two birds as we made our way to the western part of the park. Certainly one of the birding highlights 

of the trip! 

Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus 

We saw a number of these birds in Etosha NP and a sighting of two later in the Namib Desert. 

Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis 

This was a great find as we managed good views of at least three birds at Divundu. 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 

We had various sightings of birds at the Livingstone SW, Kalizo Lodge, near Mahango, the Okavango and near 

Rundu. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris 

This special bird was seen well from Kalizo to the Okavango region along the Zambezi and Okavango Rivers.   

Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

We saw this gull at Kalizo and Walvis Bay. 

Hartlaub's Gull (NE) Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

Very common around Walvis Bay and Swakopmund. 

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 

Abundant along the Walvis Bay and Swakopmund coastlines. 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

We saw several of these large terns at Walvis Bay.  

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 

This species was common in the Walvis Bay lagoon. 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

This medium-sized tern was found in small numbers amongst the other more common species of tern present 

in the Walvis Bay lagoon. 

Damara Tern Sternula balaenarum 

These dainty endangered terns were eventually seen well and close by in the Walvis Bay lagoon. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

Also seen at Walvis Bay. 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

Seen at Kalizo and in the Okavango.  
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Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 

Namaqua Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles namaqua 

We saw these birds daily in Etosha NP. 

Double-banded Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles bicinctus 

This sandgrouse was seen in Mahango GR, in the Caprivi and Etosha NP.  

Burchell’s Sandgrouse (NE) Pterocles bicinctus 

We were treated to great views of this sandgrouse first at Kalizo and then again later at a waterhole in eastern 

Etosha.  

 

Doves & Pigeons  Columbidae 

Rock Dove  Columba livia 

An introduced species seen in some of the urban areas along our route. 

Speckled Pigeon   Columba guinea 

This large pigeon was seen at Spitzkoppe, Walvis Bay, the Khomas Hochland and Windhoek.  

Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens 

We saw this species at Kalizo, Mahango, the Okavango and near Rundu. 

Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata 

This species was common in Katima Mulilo, Kalizo Lodge, Rundu and in the Okavango Panhandle. 

Ring-necked Dove  Streptopelia capicola 

A common dove, recorded in dry woodland throughout most of the tour. 

Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis 

We saw this species on 15 different days.  

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

This pretty dove was seen near Katima Mulilo, Okavango Panhandle, the western Caprivi Strip and Etosha 

NP. 

Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis 

We recorded this elegant, long-tailed dove in Livingstone, Kalizo, the Okavango, Mahango, Rundu and 

Etosha NP.  

African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus 

This gorgeous pigeon was seen at Kalizo Lodge and in the Okavango Panhandle. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 

Schalow’s Turaco  Tauraco schalowi 

We had amazing views of this stunning bird on the Zambian side of Victoria Falls.  

Grey Go-away-bird   Corythaixoides concolor 

This common and noisy woodland species was seen on almost every day of the tour.  

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 

Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis 

We had good views of a single bird the Livingstone SW and further views in Mahango GR. 

Coppery-tailed Coucal  Centropus cupreicaudus 

This large coucal showed nicely at Kalizo Lodge, near Mahango GR, in the Okavango Panhandle and near 

Rundu. 

White-browed Coucal  Centropus superciliosus 

Seen well at Kalizo and Mahango.  

Klaas’s Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas 

We had good views of this lovely bird at Kalizo. 

African Cuckoo  Cuculus gularis 

We enjoyed excellent views of this species at Kalizo and Etosha NP. 

Common Cuckoo   Cuculus canorus 

Seen near Rundu.  

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 

African Scops Owl  Otus senegalensis 
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Our driver came up with the goods in finding one of these delightful little owls in Halali camp in Etosha NP.  

Spotted Eagle-Owl  Bubeo africanus 

Seen on a night drive in Etosha NP. 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl  Bubo lacteus 

We had a wonderful sighting of a pair with a chick in Mahango GR.  

Pel’s Fishing Owl  Scotopelia peli 

We had good luck in finding this incredible owl on two different days in the Okavango! 

African Wood Owl  Strix woodfordii 

After a bit of searching, we managed to locate one of these owls at our lodge in the Okavango.  

Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum 

We saw this diminutive owl very well in Etosha NP and Daan Viljoen NR. 

African Barred Owlet  Glaucidium capense 

This species was found during the day in Mahango GR where we enjoyed good views of one bird.  

 

Nightjars  Caprimulgidae 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena 

We happened upon a bird on its day roost near Rundu and had subsequent sightings at night at the floodlit 

waterholes in Etosha NP.  

Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 

Unfortunately, this usually common species was only heard on this trip.  

Swamp Nightjar  Caprimulgus natalensis 

A single bird was seen at night in the road near Kalizo.  

Freckled Nightjar  Caprimulgus tristigma 

This nightjar was seen well at both the lodges we stayed at during our time in the Erongo mountains. 

Square-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus fossii 

We enjoyed only brief views of this nightjar at Kalizo.   

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus 

This slender-built swift was seen in Livingstone, Kalizo, Mahango GR, Rundu, Etosha NP, Walvis Bay and 

Windhoek. 

Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba 

We saw this species in the Erongo region.  

African Black Swift  Apus barbatus 

This large, all dark swift was seen flying over the Livingstone SW. 

Bradfield’s Swift  Apus bradfieldi 

This all-brown swift was seen on our last morning at Avid Dam in Windhoek.   

Little Swift  Apus affinis 

Seen at Livingstone SW, en route to Kalizo from Livingstone and in Etosha NP.  

White-rumped Swift  Apus caffer 

Slightly larger than the previous species we found this swift at Kalizo, the Okavango and Etosha NP. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 

White-backed Mousebird (NE) Colius colius 

This attractive mousebird was seen well at Spitzkoppe, in Windhoek and the Khomas Hochland. 

Red-faced Mousebird  Urocolius indicus 

Seen on all days in the Caprivi and Okavango with further views later in the Khomas Hochland.  

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 

Purple Roller  Coracias naevia 

We saw this large roller near Kalizo, Mahango GR, near Rundu, Etosha NP and the Khomas Hochland region. 

Racket-tailed Roller  Coracias spatulatus 

This fantastic bird was seen well in broad-leaved woodland near Katima Mulilo. 

Lilac-breasted Roller  Coracias caudata 
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We managed to see this strikingly coloured bird throughout the Caprivi and Okavango regions. 

Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus 

This colourful bird was seen in Livingstone, Kalizo Lodge, Mahango GR and in the Okavango Panhandle. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala 

We found one of these lovely kingfishers perched quietly in a tree above a herd of African Elephant in Chobe 

NP, a truly great sighting! 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher  Halcyon albiventris 

Seen around the lodge at Kalizo. 

Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti 

Smaller than the previous species, it was found in woodland near Katima Mulilo.  

Malachite Kingfisher  Alcedo cristata 

This stunning small kingfisher was seen well at Livingstone SW, Kalizo, Mahango GR and the Okavango.  

Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima 

Great views of this, the world’s largest typical kingfisher were had at Kalizo and in the Okavango. 

Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis 

This kingfisher was common along the Okavango and Zambezi rivers during the first half of the tour.  

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus 

We found this dry-country bee-eater in Mahango GR, Etosha NP, near Erongo Wilderness Lodge and in 

Windhoek. 

Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus 

This small bee-eater was seen at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango and Erongo.  

White-fronted Bee-eater  Merops bullockoides 

This colourful bird was common along the Okavango and Zambezi Rivers during the first week of the tour. 

European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster 

This Palearctic migrant was seen at Livingstone SW, en route to Kalizo and in Etosha NP.  

Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides 

We found these birds mostly in the vicinity of Kalizo Lodge but also in Mahango GR and the Okavango.  

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 

African (Eurasian) Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Always a good find we were lucky to see this bird on 11 days of the tour with sightings spread from Kalizo to 

Windhoek.  

 

Woodhoopoes  Phoeniculidae 

Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus 

Noisy groups of this species were seen in Livingstone, near Katima Mulilo. Mahango GR and the Okavango.  

Violet Wood Hoopoe (NE)  Phoeniculus damarensis 

We had great views of a small group of these birds in Etosha NP.  

Common Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

A quiet inhabitant of woodland that we encountered around Kalizo, Katima Mulilo, Spitzkoppe and en route 

to Windhoek. 

 

Ground Hornbills Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus leadbeateri 

Two groups of these birds were seen in Chobe NP with a further sighting of one bird near Kalizo in the 

Caprivi.  

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 

Damara Red-billed Hornbill (NE) Tockus erythrorhynchus 
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This species showed nicely at a lodge outside Etosha NP and in the Erongo region. 

Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 

Seen in woodland near Katima Mulilo, near Rundu and Etosha NP.   

Monteiro’s Hornbill (NE)  Tockus monteiri 

We had good sightings in the Erongo area, Spitzkoppe and Windhoek.  

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

Seen daily in Etosha NP, also seen near Rundu.  

Bradfield's Hornbill (NE)  Tockus bradfieldi 

After much searching, we were fortunate to have great views of a group of five birds en route to Etosha from 

Rundu.  

African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus 

The most commonly encountered hornbill species seen on 13 days during this tour. 

Trumpeter Hornbill  Bycanistes bucinator 

We had good views of this noisy species in Livingstone by Victoria Falls. 
  

 

African Barbets  Lybiidae 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus 

We enjoyed a sighting of this small barbet at our lodge in the Okavango.  

Acacia Pied Barbet  Tricholaema leucomelas 

We saw this barbet near Rundu, Erongo area, Spitzkoppe and Daan Viljoen GR.  

Black-collared Barbet  Lybius torquatus 

Seen in tall woodland at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango and near Rundu. 

Crested Barbet  Trachyphonus vaillantii 

We had great views of this bird en route to Kalizo, in woodland near Katima Mulilo, Mahango GR and the 

Okavango.  

 

Honeyguides Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide  Indicator minor 

Seen on the second morning at a lodge we visited in Livingstone and later in woodland near Rundu.  

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 

Bennett's Woodpecker  Campethera bennettii 

This clean and crisply-plumaged woodpecker was found at our lodge in the Okavango.  

Golden-tailed Woodpecker  Campethera abingoni 

Mostly heard on the tour we also had good views near our lodge in the Okavango, near Rundu and in Mahango 

GR.  

Cardinal Woodpecker  Dendropicos fuscescens 

The smallest woodpecker in the region, we found this species at Kalizo, Mahango GR and the Okavango.  

Bearded Woodpecker  Dendropicus namaquus 

We had the privilege of seeing this species in tall woodland near Katima Mulilo.  

 

Falcons & Kestrels  Falconidae 

Pygmy Falcon  Polihierax semitorquatus 

First seen in the Khomas Hochland with further sightings en route to Windhoek of this diminutive falcon.  

Rock (Eurasian) Kestrel  Falco rupicolus 

This species was initially seen in Etosha NP with later sightings in the Erongo Mountains, Spitzkoppe and the 

Khomas Hochland. 

Greater Kestrel  Falco rupicoloides 

An arid species found every day in Etosha NP, also in the Wrongo region and the Namib Desert. 

(LO) Dickinson’s Kestrel   Falco dickinsoni 

Unfortunately only seen by the guide very briefly in Livingstone.  

Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera 

We had fantastic views of a pair and then three different birds a day later during our time in Etosha NP.  
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African Hobby  Falco cuvierii 

Brief view and only seen by some near our lodge in the Okavango.  

Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus 

Surprisingly only seen on two occasions on this tour, both in the Okavango.  

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 

This falcon was seen on two separate occasions in Etosha NP and the Erongo Mountains.  

 

African & New World Parrots  Psittacidae 

Meyer's Parrot  Poicephalus meyeri 

We had a number of wonderful views of this parrot near Kalizo, Katima Mulilo, Mahango GR, the Okavango 

and eastern Etosha.  

 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 
Rosy-faced Lovebird (NE)  Agapornis roseicollis 

The beautifully coloured little parrots were conspicuous and seen well at Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Ai-aiba 

and our lodge in the Khomas Hochland.   

 

Wattle-eyes & Batises  Platysteiridae 

Chinspot Batis  Batis molitor 

Seen in broad-leafed woodland near Katima Mulilo and near Rundu. 

Pririt Batis  Batis pririt 

We saw this species in the Erongo area, Khomas Hochland and Windhoek area.  

White-tailed Shrike (NE)  Lanioturdus torquatus 

We had great views of three birds at Erongo Wilderness Lodge and again extended looks at three more birds 

in the Khomas Hochland.  

 

Helmetshrikes  Prionopidae 

White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 

These comical birds were seen well en route to Kalizo, in the Rundu area and Etosha NP.   

 

Bush-shrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 

Orange–breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus  sulfureopectus 

This lovely bird was seen at Kalizo, near Katima Mulilo, the Okavango and Mahango GR. 

Bokmakierie (NE)  Telophorus zeylonus 

This interesting bushshrike was seen well in the Khomas Hochland region. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra australis 

Seen in Livingstone and near Rundu. 

Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus 

Good views of this tchagra were had at Kalizo.  

Black-backed Puffback  Dryoscopus cubla 

We saw this small shrike at Victoria Falls, Kalizo Lodge, Mahango GR and near Rundu. 

Tropical Boubou  Laniarius major 

A pair was seen well at a lodge in Livingstone. 

Swamp (Gabon) Boubou  Laniarius bicolor 

This species was common at Kalizo Lodge, in the Okavango and at our lodge near Rundu. 

Crimson-breasted Shrike (NE) Laniarius atrococcineus 

This dazzling species wowed us at Mahango GP, Etosha NP and in the Erongo region. 

Brubru   Nilaus afer 

A small shrike often associated with mixed flocks that we found in woodland near Katima Mulilo and in 

Mahango GR.  

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 

White-breasted Cuckooshrike Coracina pectoralis 
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An absolute bonus was finding a female during our drive through the Caprivi region from the Okavango.  

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 

Seen well in Livingstone, Kalizo, Mahango GR and near Rundu. 

Southern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus anguitimens 

We had great views of this gregarious species in Mahango GR and Etosha NP. 

Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 

Seen in Etosha NP and along the roadside in the latter part of the tour in the Khomas Hochland area and 

Windhoek.  

 

Old World Orioles  Oriolidae 

Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

This striking bird was seen only once on this tour at Kalizo Lodge.  

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

The ubiquitous bird of the trip seen on all days except two.  

 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 

African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis 

This delightful little flycatcher was seen near Katima Mulilo, Kalizo Lodge and at our lodge near Rundu.   

 

Crows  Corvidae 

Cape Crow  Corvus capensis 

Less widespread than the next species we encountered them in Etosha NP and the drive from Walvis Bay to 

the Khomas Hochland. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

This widespread species was seen at a number of places from Livingstone to the Khomas Hochland area. 

 

Tits  Paridae 

Southern Black Tit Melaniparus niger 

This tit was seen in woodland in Mahango GR and near Rundu. 

Carp’s Tit (NE) Melaniparus carpi 

We had good views on two separate days of this species at Erongo Wilderness Lodge.  

Rufous-bellied Tit Melaniparus rufiventris 

We had the good fortune of finding this ultra-localised species near Rundu.  

Ashy Tit (NE) Melaniparus cinerascens 

Seen well at Daan Viljoen GR and on the last morning at Avis Dam.  
 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 

Cape Penduline Tit Athoscopus minutus 

Two birds seen particularly well in Etosha NP.    

 

Larks  Alaudidae 

Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 

These quirky larks were encountered in Etosha NP. 

Gray’s Lark Ammomanopsis grayi 

After some searching, we managed good views of three birds near Swakopmund.  

Karoo Long-billed Lark Certhilauda subcoronata 

We had decent views of two pairs at a lookout point during our drive from Walvis Bay to the Khomas Hochland. 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix verticalis 

These lovely little larks were seen on a few occasions in Etosha NP.  
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Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 

The thick-billed form of this species was seen in Etosha NP, Spitzkoppe and the Khomas Hochland.  

Dune Lark (E) Calendulauda erythrochlamys 

The only true endemic bird to Namibia; we had fantastic views of two birds at Rooibank. 

Eastern Clapper Lark Mirafra fasciolata 

Found in the open grassland of eastern Etosha, a good find!  

Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

A large lark that was found in Etosha NP.  

Stark’s Lark Spizocorys starki 

This nomadic species was a great find in eastern Etosha NP.  

Pink-billed Lark Spizocorys conirostris  

Seen in small numbers in the eastern parts of Etosha NP.  

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 

We found this widespread species during our time in Etosha NP and later again outside Walvis Bay.  

 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

African Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans 

This was the dry-country counterpart of the following species seen on almost every day during the second half 

of the tour.  

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 

This species was recorded daily from Livingstone to Rundu. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 

Seen well in Livingstone.  

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 

This drab species was seen in Livingstone, Mahango GR, Kalizo Lodge and Rundu. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 

Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

Several birds were seen in the grasslands around Kalizo Lodge.   

Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 

We recorded this swallow at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango and Walvis Bay.  

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

This Palearctic migrant was common from Livingstone to Etosha NP. 

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 

Seen at Livingstone SW and the Okavango.  

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

This stunning little swallow was seen every day from Livingstone to the Okavango Panhandle. 

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Seen in Livingstone and from Etosha NP to Avis Dam on all of the last 8 days of the trip.  

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 

This Palearctic migrant was found amongst a mixed flock of swallows at Kalizo Lodge.  

Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 

This large swallow was surprisingly only found at Avis Dam on the final morning of the tour.  

Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 

A beautiful chestnut-capped swallow seen from Livingstone to the Okavango Panhandle.   

Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis cucullata 

A stunning large swallow seen flying in its typical leisurely fashion over grassland at Kalizo and in Etosha NP.  

Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis 

We were lucky to find this swallow at the Livingstone SW, en route to Kalizo and again near Mahango GR.  

 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 

Rockrunner (NE) Achaetops pycnopygius 

We were treated to extended looks at one bird and glimpses of another at Erongo Wilderness Lodge.  
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Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 

Singletons were observed in woodland near Katima Mulilo, Kalizo Lodge, Rundu and Etosha.  
 

Leaf Warblers  Phyllloscopidae  
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochillus 

We recorded this tiny warbler on 13 days from Livingstone to Windhoek.   

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae  
Greater Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus rufescens 

We had several decent albeit brief views of this large skulker in the Okavango.  

Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Seen at Livingstone SW and the Okavango Panhandle. 

African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 

Finally seen at the Windhoek SW.  

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 

This skulker was seen at a stop in the Khomas Hochland region. 

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 

Seen at the Windhoek SW by some of the guests.  

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 

Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

We had good views of this bird at Livingstone SW. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

This large and rather non-descript cisticola was seen around Livingstone SW, Kalizo and the Okavango.   

Tinkling Cisticola Cisticola rufilatus 

Seen well in woodland near Katima Mulilo and near Rundu.  

Grey-backed Cisticola Cisticola subruficapilla 

We found a single bird during our morning walk around Avis Dam.  

Luapula Cisticola Cisticola luapula 

Seen well in grassland at Kalizo.  

Chirping Cisticola Cisticola pipiens 

Good views were had of this papyrus denizen in the Okavango Panhandle.  

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

This small cisticola was seen only at Kalizo in open grassland.  

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 

We found this species, which prefers more arid areas to the previous species, in Etosha NP.  

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 

This noisy reedbed dweller was located at Kalizo and in the Okavango.  

Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 

This species was seen most often in Etosha NP with further sightings in Mahango GR, near Rundu, near 

Namibgrens and Avis Dam.  

Rufous-eared Warbler (NE) Malcorus pectoralis 

We had decent views of this prinia-like bird in Etosha NP.  

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 

A noisy denizen of tangled vegetation in Livingstone, near Rundu and Erongo.  

Stierling’s Wren-Warbler Calamonastes stierlingi 

We managed great views of this species in woodland near Katima Mulilo. 

Barred Wren-Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus 

Seen very well on the final morning at Avis Dam.   

Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela scotops 

We found a group of this difficult species in woodland near Rundu. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 
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We had good views of small groups of these birds in woodland near Katima Mulilo, Erongo region and 

Spitzkoppe. 

Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis   

A rather vocal species that was seen very well at Daan Viljoen GR.  

 

Babblers  Timaliidae 

Black-faced Babbler (NE) Turdoides melanops 

Excellent views of this species were had at Mushara Lodge, just outside Etosha NP. 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

This noisy species was seen in woodland near Katima Mulilo, Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango and Rundu.  

Hartlaub's Babbler Turdoides hartlaubii 

Encountered regularly and more common than the previous species throughout the Caprivi Strip and the 

Okavango Panhandle. 

Southern Pied Babbler  Turdoides bicolour 

This striking babbler was first seen in Mahango GR with subsequent super views in Etosha NP and en route to 

Windhoek.   

Bare-cheeked Babbler Turdoides gymnogenys 

Our phenomenal driver yet again came up with the goods in finding a group of three of these range-restricted 

babblers in one of our camps in Etosha NP.  

 

Old World Warblers  Sylviidae 

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

We had a rather bizarre sighting of one of these warblers at a lodge south of Etosha NP.  

Chestnut-vented Warbler Sylvia subcaerulea 

A charming little bird seen well in Etosha NP, at Spitzkoppe and the Khomas Hochland region.  

Layard’s Warbler (NE) Sylvia layardi 

This species, more typical of karroid vegetation, was found at Spitzkoppe and at our lodge in the Khomas 

Hochland.  
 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 

Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus 

This white-eye entertained us on several occasions at our hotel in Walvis Bay.  

African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 

This bright yellow species was seen well at Mahango GR, the Okavango and Rundu.   

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

We had several sightings of small flocks at at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango and later on our drive to 

Windhoek from Namibgrens.  

Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

Recorded almost daily from Rundu to Windhoek on the western half of the tour.  

Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

This stunning starling was found in Chobe NP, Mahango GR and Rundu.   

Meves's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii 

This elegant starling was recorded at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango and Rundu. 

Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 

We had regular sightings of this large glossy starling around Kalizo and in Etosha NP. 

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Seen in Livingstone and the Okavango.  

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

Seen well at Victoria Falls. 

Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup 

A dry-country starling we saw this species at Erongo, Spitzkoppe, the Khomas Hochland and Avis Dam.  
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Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Seen well in Mahango GR.  

 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 

Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa 

Seen in Livingstone, Rundu, Etosha NP and Daan Viljoen GR.  

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyanus 

Seen near Katima Mulilo, Mahango GR and near Rundu.  

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 

Karoo Scrub Robin (NE) Cercotrichas coryphaeus 

This drab but pretty species was present at Namibgrens. 

Bearded Scrub Robin Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

Seen well at a lodge in Livingstone on day 2.  

Kalahari Scrub Robin Cercotrichas paena 

We found this scrub-robin in Etosha NP and the Khomas Hochland.  

White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 

The ovamboensis subspecies which occurs in the region was seen well in Mahango GR, Rundu and Erongo 

area.  

Grey Tit-Flycatcher  Myioparus plumbeus 

A singleton was picked up at our lodge in the Okavango.  

Southern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis pammelaina 

Single bird seen in Mahango GR on our second visit there.  

Chat Flycatcher (NE)  Melaenornis infuscatus 

This large flycatcher showed nicely in Etosha NP, Spitzkoppe and along the drive from Walvis Bay to the 

Khomas Hochland. 

Marico Flycatcher  Melaenornis mariquensis 

Seen initially in Mahango GR and then subsequently every day in Etosha NP, in the Erongo region and the 

Namib Naukluft.  

Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striatus 

This Palearctic migrant was seen in Livingstone and Mahango GR.  

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 

This vocal species was found regularly from Kalizo to Rundu.  

Collared Palm Thrush Cichladusa arquata 

A good find in Livingstone on our first afternoon of the trip.  

Short-toed Rock Thrush Monticola brevipes 

Seen at Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Namibgrens, Daan Viljoen GR and Avis Dam.  

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

Seen in grassland at Kalizo.  

Karoo Chat Cercomela schlegelii 

Two birds were seen well near Spitzkoppe. 

Tractrac Chat Cercomela tractrac 

A bird of the gravel plains we found this species near Spitzkoppe and the Welwitschia Drive between 

Swakopmund and Walvis Bay. 

Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 

We saw this ‘helicopter bird’ in Etosha NP and on the road between Walvis Bay and Windhoek.  

Mountain Wheatear (NE) Oenanthe monticola 

This beautiful chat was common at Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Spitzkoppe, Namibgrens and Daan Viljoen GR. 

Arnot’s Chat Pentholaea cinnamomeiventris 

Great views were had of a pair in woodland near Katima Mulilo. 

Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 

Seen in the eastern part of Etosha NP.  

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 
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We saw this at Spitzkoppe, Erongo Wilderness Lodge and around Namibgrens. 

Herero Chat Namibornis herero 

This difficult species proved troublesome to find and after several hours of no luck, we finally managed 

unbeatable views of a pair at Spitzkoppe! One of the major highlights of this trip!  

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 

Collared Sunbird  Hedydipna collaris 

This tiny sunbird was seen well on several occasions at Kalizo.  

Amethyst Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis 

This almost all-black sunbird was found in Mahango GR.   

Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis 

This stunning sunbird was encountered in Livingstone, Kalizo, Mahango GR and Daan Viljoen GR. 

Marico Sunbird  Cinnyris mariquensis 

Another pretty sunbird that we found at Kalizo, Mahango GR, the Okavango, Rundu, Erongo and Daan Viljoen 

GR.  

Purple-banded Sunbird  Cinnyris bifasciatus 

This species proved to be difficult to find with brief views at Mahangu Safari Lodge the only sighting on this 

tour. 

White-bellied Sunbird  Cinnyris talatala 

Seen regularly from Kalizo through to Etosha NP.  

Dusky Sunbird (NE)  Cinnyris fusca 

This arid sunbird was common in the latter third of the tour from Erongo Wilderness Lodge to Windhoek. 

Copper Sunbird  Cinnyris cupreus 

A strange out of range sighting of a male at the eastern entrance gate to Etosha NP was had on one morning.  

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 

This species was seen on 13 days from Livingstone to Daan Viljoen GR in Windhoek.  

Sociable Weaver (NE)  Philetairus socius 

These incredible nest builders were common in Etosha NP, around Solitaire and at various locations in the 

Khomas Hochland.  

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

An introduced species seen at various sites on the tour in more urban areas, most common around Walvis Bay.  

Great Sparrow (NE)  Passer motitensis 
A very neat looking sparrow found in Etosha NP, Erongo area, Spitzkoppe and Namibgrens.  
Cape Sparrow (NE)  Passer melanurus 

This species was seen in the Walvis Bay and Khomas Hochland areas.  

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus 

Seen well at the Botswana border post from Kazungula in association with the next species.  

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer diffuses 

The most common sparrow on this tour which was encountered almost daily.  

Yellow-throated Petronia  Gymnoris supercilliaris 

We enjoyed sightings of this species in Livingstone and Mahango GR.  

 

Weavers & Widowbirds  Ploceidae 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

These messy-nest builders were seen in Chobe NP, Mahango GR and Etosha NP.  

Scaly-feathered Weaver Sporopipes squamifrons 

These small finch-like weavers were present in Etosha NP and Namibgrens.  

Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 

On this tour, we saw two birds in flight during our stay in the Okavango.  

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Seen at Kalizo and at our lodge in the Okavango.  

Holub’s Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 
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This large all-yellow weaver was seen well at Kalizo and in the Okavango.  

Southern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus xanthopterus 

These bright yellow weavers were seen well in the reed beds of the Okavango Panhandle and in Rundu.  

Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 

Seen only in the Okavango on this trip.  

Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 

Seen on all of the last 8 days of the trip from Etosha NP to Avis Dam in Windhoek.  

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 

Seen at Kalizo, Mahango GR and the Okavango.  

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes melanotis 

Present in mixed flocks in woodland near Katima Mulilo and Mahango GR.  

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

Recorded in Livingstone, Kalizo, Mahango GR and Etosha NP. 

Southern Red Bishop  Euplectes orix 

Seen Livingstone SW, Kalizo and Mahango GR. 

Fan-tailed Widowbird  Euplectes axillaris 

Not common but seen at Kalizo and in Mahango GR.  

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 

Orange-winged Pytilia  Pytilia afra 

A good find in Livingstone and Kalizo. 

Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba 

This beautiful species was seen well near Rundu, Etosha NP and Daan Viljoen GR.  

Red-headed Finch  Amadina erythrocephala 

Another beautiful finch, we saw this bird on most days in Etosha NP. 

Cut-throat Finch  Amadina fasciata 

A single bird was seen whilst feeding on the ground near Mahango GR. 

Brown Firefinch  Lagonosticta nitidula 

This localised finch was seen exceptionally well at close range at Kalizo and in the Okavango.  

Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala 

Seen in Livingstone, near Katima Mulilo and Kalizo.  

Jameson’s Firefinch  Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

One bird was seen on a path at Victoria Falls in Livingstone but unfortunately not by all of the guests.  

Blue Waxbill  Uraeginthus angolensis 

This species was common during most of the tour, seen on 12 days.  

Violet-eared Waxbill  Uraeginthus granatina 

A stunning waxbill seen well in Mahango GR, the Caprivi and Etosha NP. 

Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild 

We saw these waxbills at Kalizo and in the Okavango.  

Black-faced Waxbill  Estrilda erythronotos 

These beauties were seen at the main lodge in the Okavango, Daan Viljoen GR and Avis Dam.  

Orange-breasted Waxbill  Amandava subflava 

A really good record for this tour, a small group of about six birds was seen at Livingstone SW.  

Quailfinch  Ortygospiza atricollis 

We saw several birds flying about and landing at the edge of a waterhole in the east of Etosha NP.  

 

Indigobirds & Whydahs  Viduidae 

Village Indigobird  Vidua chalybeata 

We had good views of at least four birds feeding on the ground near Mahangu Safari Lodge.  

Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua chalybeate 

Seen only on our way into Kalizo Lodge. 

Shaft-tailed Whydah  Vidua regia 

It took us until the final day to see this species, albeit still in non-breeding plumage, at Avis Dam.  

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea 

We had good views of a non-breeding male in Etosha NP.  
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Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 

Cape Wagtail  Motacilla capensis 

Seen at Kalizo, Mahango GR, Walvis Bay and Windhoek.  

African Pied Wagtail  Motacilla aguimp 

This striking wagtail was found along the Kavango and Zambezi Rivers. 

Rosy-throated Longclaw  Macronyx ameliae 

An immature bird was seen very well at Kalizo.  

African Pipit  Anthus cinnamomeus 

We encountered this pipit at scattered locations including Kalizo, Mahango GR and Etosha NP.  

Long-billed Pipit  Anthus similes 

We had good views of a bird at Namibgrens.  

 

Finches  Fringillidae 

Black-throated Canary  Crithagra atrogularis 

Seen at Mahangu Safari Lodge, Etosha NP, Erongo area, Spitzkoppe, the Khomas Hochland and Avis Dam. 

Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica 

Seen in the Caprivi Strip and Rundu.   

Yellow Canary  Crithagra flaviventris 

This almost entirely yellow canary was seen well in Etosha NP, Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Spitzkoppe and 

near Namibgrens.  

White-throated Canary   Crithagra albogularis 

We saw this canary well at Erongo Wilderness Lodge and Spitzkoppe. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 

This attractive species was seen in Livingstone and at a lodge just south of Etosha NP. 

Cape Bunting  Emberiza capensis 

We had these buntings at Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Spitzkoppe and Namibgrens.  

Golden-breasted Bunting  Emberiza flaviventris 

This lovely bunting was seen near Katima Mulilo, Mahango GR, near Rundu and in Etosha NP. 
 

Annotated List of Mammals recorded (53 species recorded) 
 

Note: Names and taxanomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdon Field Guide to African 

Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

  

Trident & Leaf-nosed Bats Hipposideridae 
Giant Leaf-nosed Bat    Hipposideros gygas 

This strange-looking bat was seen roosting at our lodge in the Okavango. 

 

Vesper Bats  Vespertilionidae 
Rüppell’s Pipistrelle Pipistrellus rueppellii 

These tiny bats were seen flying over the floodlit waterholes in Etosha NP.  

 

Old World Fruit Bats Pteropodidae 
Peter’s Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomorphus crypturus 

We saw a few of these large bats around our lodge in the Okavango Panhandle. 

 

Dogs and Allies  Canidae 

Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

We had daily sightings in Etosha NP including some that had wandered into the camp at Okaukuejo.  
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Cats  Felidae 

Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 

Arguably the sighting of the trip was watching three cheetah brothers devour a freshly caught springbok in 

Etosha NP! Something that none of us who were privileged enough to watch this will ever forget!  

Lion Panthera leo 

We had Lion sightings on all three days during our stay in Etosha NP totalling 15 animals.  

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 

Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguineus 

Singletons were seen in Mahango GR, Mushara Lodge and Etosha NP.  

Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 

A small group was found in Namutoni camp in Etosha NP.  

Kaokoveld Slender Mongoose Herpestes flavescens 

We had simply cracking views of this recently split species at Erongo Wilderness Lodge! 

Yellow Mongoose (RNE) Cynictis penicillata 

Strangely we only had one sighting of this mongoose in Etosha NP.  

 

 

Hyaenas  Hyaenidae 

Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta 

We had several good sightings of these animals in Etosha NP. 

Brown Hyaena     Hyaena brunnea 

Unfortunately not seen by all guests as it was late at night at Okaukuejo waterhole that one of these 

strange-looking animals decided to come in to drink some water. Always special seeing this species! 

Aardwolf     Proteles cristata 

Having seen one of these incredible animals on a night drive in Etosha NP we were left stunned as 

we watched an adult female carrying her pup across the road in front us during the early morning as 

we made our way from Namibgrens to Windhoek! This was right up there with the Cheetah sighting 

as one of the top experiences of the trip.  
 

Weasels, Skunks, Otters Mustelidae 
African Striped Weasel Poecilogale albinucha 

So rare in Namibia is this animal that our guide on the night drive in Etosha NP did not know what 

he was looking at! A truly phenomenal sighting of one of Southern Africa’s rarest mammals! 

Honey Badger Mellivera capensis 

An early morning walk in Halali camp in Etosha NP produced a brief but good sighting of one of 

these crazy creatures as he/she rampaged through the camp looking for scraps of food to eat. 
 

 

Sea Lions  Otariidae 

Afro-Australian Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus 

We had views of one seal quite close in the Walvis Bay lagoon.  

 

Genets & Civets  Viverridae 

Common Genet Genetta genetta 

We had fantastic views of an adult female and her youngster at our lodge outside Etosha NP.  

 

Bovids and Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 

Impala Aepyceros melampus melampus 

These usually common antelope we encountered in Chobe NP, Kalizo and Mahango GR. 

‘Black-faced Impala’ Aepyceros melampus petersi 
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This distinct subspecies was a common sight during our time in Etosha NP.  

Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus 

We had good sightings of these beautiful antelope on one of the days in Etosha NP.  

Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 

This species was abundant in Etosha NP and seen in open drier areas in the Khomas Hochland and near 

Namibgrens. 

Common Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 

A fairly common sight in Etosha NP with one group almost enticing a pride of Lions to hunt them! 

Topi Damaliscus lunatus 

Africa’s fastest antelope was seen during our first visit to Mahango GR.  

Blesbok (I) Damaliscus pygargus 

Not native to Namibia we did, however, see a group near Namibgrens on our way to Windhoek.  

Roan Hippotragus equinus 

Our second visit to Mahango GR produced a great sighting of a herd of 17 of these rare antelope.  

Sable Antelope Hippotragus niger 

We had a great sighting of a large male on our second visit to Mahango GR.  

Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus 

We saw these bulky antelope near Choma Bridge border post and at Kalizo.  

Southern Lechwe Kobus leche 

Good numbers were seen in Mahango GR on both of our visits there.  

Kirk’s Dik-dik Madoqua kirkii 

We found these tiny antelope at Mushara Lodge, in really good numbers in Etosha NP and later again at 

Erongo Wilderness Lodge.   

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 

We had good sightings of a total of four animals in the Erongo Mountains.  

Gemsbok Oryx gazelle 

We observed this beautiful animal every day in Etosha NP with further good sightings in the Erongo area, the 

Namib/Naukluft and Khomas Hochland areas.  

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 

This small antelope was encountered in Chobe NP, Kalizo, Etosha NP and the Erongo area.   

Southern Reedbuck Redunca arundinum 

These antelope were seen in small numbers on the floodplain areas in Mahango GR.  

Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

This species was seen feeding on the lawns at Mushara Lodge, in Etosha NP and at Erongo Wilderness 

Lodge.  
African Buffalo Syncerus caffer 

We saw small numbers at Mahangu Safari Lodge and in Mahango GR.   

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 

We had a few sightings of this beautiful antelope in the Okavango.  

Sitatunga Tragelaphus spekei 

A stunning male was seen very briefly in the Okavango but unfortunately so brief that few of the guests only 

saw him.  

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

A beautiful spiral-horned antelope seen in Chobe NP, Mahango GR, Etosha NP, Erongo, the Khomas 

Hochland and Daan Viljoen GR. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 

Giraffe  Giraffa camelopardalis 

We had daily sightings in Etosha NP with other sightings of these elegant animals in Chobe NP..  

 

Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 

Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius 

Seen and heard frequently along the Kavango and Zambezi Rivers. 
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Pigs  Suidae 

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

These curious looking creatures were seen at scattered locations throughout the tour from Chobe NP to Daan 

Viljoen GR.  

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 

Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis 

We had great views at Erongo Wilderness Lodge and at Spitzkoppe.  

 

Rabbits & Hares  Leporidae 

(D) Cape Hare Lepus capensis 

Not counting toward the species total we had a dead hare on the road from Walvis Bay To Namibgrens which 

was definitely of this species.  

Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 

We encountered this species quite often in Etosha NP and in Erongo.  

 

Elephant Shrews 
Western Rock Sengi Elephantulus rupestris 

Usually very difficult to see we were lucky to have fantastic views of this species at Spitzkoppe. 

 

Zebras, Horses, Asses  Equidae 

Common (Plains/Burchell's) Zebra Equus burchelli 

Good numbers of this ‘pyjama horse’ were seen in Etosha NP with further sightings in Mahango GR and 

Chobe NP.  

Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra Equus zebra hartmahhae 

We had sightings of good numbers of this specialised zebra in the Namib/Naukluft region and Khomas 

Hochland.  

 

Rhinoceroses  Rhinocerotidae 

Black (Hooked-lipped) Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis 

We saw a total of four of these endangered animals during our time in Etosha NP, truly special! 

White (Square-lipped) Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum 

A massive bull came to the waterhole late one night at Okaukuejo. Unfortunately, not all of the guests were 

there to witness this amazing creature and its much bigger frame compared to the previous species which 

was also present at the waterhole at the same time!  

 

Old World Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 

Chacma Baboon Papio cynocephalus ursinus 

These characterful monkeys were seen in Livingstone, Chobe NP, Kalizo, Mahango GR, Erongo area and the 

Khomas Hochland.  

Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus pygerythrus 

We encountered these small grey primates nearly daily while in the Caprivi Strip and the Okavango 

Panhandle. 

 

Elephants  Elephantidae 

African Elephant  Loxodonta africana 

These majestic beasts were seen near Victoria Falls, Chobe NP, Kalizo, the Okavango and Etosha NP.  

 

Dassie Rat  Petromuridae 

Dassie Rat Petromus typicus 

This interesting rodent was seen exceptionally well at Erongo Wilderness Lodge.  
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Squirrels  Sciuridae 

South African Ground Squirrel Xerus inauris 

We saw this species in Etosha NP. 

Damara Ground Squirrel Xerus princeps 

We had great views of two of these highly localised squirrels at Spitzkoppe.  

Smith’s Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 

We enjoyed numerous sightings of this critter from Kalizo to Etosha NP. 

 

Reptile List (9 species) 
 

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 

Good sightings of these large reptiles were had along the Kavango and Zambezi Rivers. 

Namibia Rock Agama Agama planiceps 

This stunning species was seen at Erongo Wilderness Lodge, Spitzkoppe and Namibgrens.  

Bibron’s Thick-toed Gecko Chandrodactylus bibronii 

Seen at our accommodation near Rundu.  

Bradfield’s Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus bradfieldi 

Seen at Kalizo.  

Southern African Python Python natalensis 

This increasingly rare and threatened species was seen at Okaukuejo waterhole in Etosha NP the one 

evening. An incredibly lucky find. 

Nile (Water) Monitor Varanus niloticus 

Seen on a number of occasions in the Okavango.  

Helmeted Turtle Pelomedusa subrufa 

Seen at waterholes in Etosha NP.  

African Striped Skink Trachylepis striata 

Found at Kalizo and our accommodation in the Erongo Mountains. 

Angola Green Snake Philothamnus angolensis 

The only live snake that we saw on this trip at our lodge in the Okavango.  

(D) Zebra or Barred Spitting Cobra Naja nigricincta subsp. nigricincta 

This beautiful snake had unfortunately been hit by a car and we found it lying dead on the road between 

Namibgrens and Windhoek, a real shame.  
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